A Letter to

GOVERNOR ANDREW M. CUOMO
from Organizations Serving Older New Yorkers

January 27, 2011

Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor of New York State
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo,

As representatives of consumer and provider organizations, we urge
you to maintain the important role of the New York State Office for the
Aging (NYSOFA) in your administration. This office has played a
major role in coordinating services to older persons that keeps them
independent and living in the community and out of taxpayer- funded
institutional care. NYSOFA also serves as the vital link to state
government for older citizens, community-based organizations and
county offices for the aging.

We acknowledge your strong track record on protecting the interests
and well being of older New Yorkers as Attorney General and fully
understand the need to bring fiscal order to our state. In addition, we
support your efforts to make state government more efficient and
effective, and we view NYSOFA as an agency that embodies these
principles. As a relatively small agency, it influences many disciplines
and has spearheaded connections between dozens of state agencies
on issues affecting seniors.

NYSOFA is unique in terms of its advocacy role on behalf of senior
citizens, which is a key responsibility delineated in the Older
Americans Act. NYSOFA also receives approximately a third of its
funding from the federal government. In addition, it serves as an
internal advocate in state government by collaborating with and
commenting on policies of all agencies regarding issues affecting
older citizens (Executive Order 2 issued on January 1, 2011,
continuing Executive Order No. 12, issued May 3, 1983).

We urge you to strengthen the role of NYSOFA in your administration
and to help develop policies that continue to keep older persons living
independently which undoubtedly will slow the growth of New York
State’s Medicaid program. As the 60+ population increases in the
coming years, older New Yorkers will need a strong, vibrant state
agency to help them remain in their homes and communities with
appropriate services, supports and unbiased information on long-term
care options.

AARP New York

Lois Wagh Aronstein, State Director

One Commerce Plaza, Suite 706

Albany, NY 12206

Ph (518) 434-4194 | Fax (518) 434-6949

BWICA Educational Fund, Inc.
Maria Alvarez, Executive Director
5901 13th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11219
Ph (718) 686-1333
maconsult@aol.com

Council of Senior Centers and Services of
NYC, Inc.

Igal Jellinek, Executive Director

49 West 45" St., 7" FI., New York, NY 10036
Ph (212) 398-6565 | Fax (212) 398-8398
ijellinek@cscs-ny.org

Institute for the Puerto Rican/Hispanic
Elderly

Suleika Cabrera Drinane, Executive Director
105 East 22" St., New York, NY 10010

Ph (212) 677-4181 | Fax (212) 777-5106
suleika@iprhe.org

Lifespan of Greater Rochester, Inc.
Ann Marie Cook, President/CEO

1900 S. Clinton Avenue

Rochester, NY 14618

Ph (585) 244-8400 | Fax (585) 244-9114
amcook@lifespan-roch.org

New York State Association of Area
Agencies on Aging

Laura A. Cameron, Executive Director
272 Broadway, Albany, NY 12204

Ph (518) 449-7080 | Fax (518) 449-7055
laura@nysaaaa.org

New York State Coalition for the Aging
Joanne Macklin, Executive Director

PO Box 522, Voorheesville, NY 12186
Ph (518) 765-2790
joanne@coalitionforaging.org

New York Statewide Senior Action Council
Maria Alvarez, Executive Director

Michael Burgess, Public Policy Advocate

275 State St., Albany, NY 12210

Ph (518) 436-1006

maria@nysenior.org

UJA Federation of Jewish Philanthropies
Ron Soloway, Managing Director of
Government & External Relations

155 Washington Ave., Albany, NY 12210
Ph (518) 436-1091

solowayr@ujafedny.org

Visions Services for the Blind & Visually
Impaired

Nancy Miller, CEO/Executive Director

500 Greenwich Street, 3" Floor

New York, NY 10013

Ph (212) 625-1616 | Fax (518) 219-4078
nmiller@visionsvcb.org



NYSOFA also runs the Long Term Care Ombudsman Program, which must remain independent because of
its advocacy function with nearly 1,000 volunteers serving in assisted living, adult homes and nursing homes.

As you move toward redesigning agencies and programs, again we urge you to maintain the role of NYSOFA
as an agency reporting directly to you as Governor. The agency must continue its vital function of policy
analysis and program operation as our state's population of persons 60 and over continues to grow beyond
the current 3.6 million.

It is important that state government be efficiently operated and managed, and simultaneously be easily
accessible to those it serves, particularly the most vulnerable citizens. We urge you to maintain this vital role
of the New York State Office for the Aging.

Sincerely,

Lois Wagh Aronstein, State Director
AARP New York

Maria Alvarez, Executive Director
BWICA Educational Fund, Inc.

Igal Jellinek, Executive Director
Council of Senior Centers and Services of NYC, Inc.

Suleika Cabrera Drinane, Executive Director
Institute for the Puerto Rican/Hispanic Elderly

Ann Marie Cook, President/CEO
Lifespan of Greater Rochester, Inc.

Laura A. Cameron, Executive Director
New York State Association of Area Agencies on Aging

Joanne Macklin, Executive Director
New York State Coalition for the Aging

Maria Alvarez, Executive Director
Michael Burgess, Public Policy Advocate
New York Statewide Senior Action Council

Ron Soloway, Managing Director of Government & External Relations
UJA Federation of Jewish Philanthropies

Nancy Miller, CEO/Executive Director
Visions Services for the Blind & Visually Impaired

cc: Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz, Chair, Assembly Aging Committee
Senator David J. Valesky, Chair, Senate Aging Committee



