Capital Communications (Albany Times Union)

Diaz: I'll be here on Monday but won’t vote for cuts

Rick Karlin, Capitol bureau in 2010 State Senate Election, Ruben Diaz Sr.

Gov. Paterson hasn'’t yet released a detailed agenda for the special session he’s called
for next Monday but already one of the Democrats is signaling that he won'’t vote for any
cuts. Bronx Democrats Ruben Diaz Sr. says he won’t vote for anymore cuts to senior
programs (he chairs the Aging committee) or to programs that help black, Hispanic
voters or children.

Diaz may also be offering up the first bit of public horsetrading for Monday’s session,
noting that Paterson should release funding for a long-term care program that goes to
counties but which has been held up.

Here’'s what he’s saying:

“Governor David A. Paterson has called the Legislature back to Albany on November
29, 2010 in order to address so-called ‘unfinished business’.

“I will be present for this session.

“What | will not do is vote for any more cuts, especially cuts that will harm senior
citizens, the Black and Hispanic community, and our children’s education.

‘I was re-elected with a strong mandate from my community to protect their services,
not to cut them, especially during this holiday season.

‘I am not willing to give them such a gift by cutting their much-needed services.

“| also call on Governor Paterson to release $5.1 million in funding for NY Connects:
Choices for Long Term Care immediately, a program geared to the senior citizens of
New York State.

“Funding for this important program was already approved by the Legislature in the
2010-2011 State Budget.

“Governor Paterson has withheld the release of this money, causing a serious delay in
contract implementation for County Offices for the Aging that was scheduled to start on
October 1, 2010.

“I will never stop fighting for my constituents because they expect nothing less from

me.



